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Abstract:

Writing for publication is an integral part of being in academic family medicine.  Many faculty members are hesitant to write for publication, citing time, lack of mentoring, and competing job responsibilities as barriers.  However, most faculty members regularly give lectures to residents, medical students, and colleagues.  This seminar will present a concrete method to use the time and effort that goes into giving a presentation as a way to develop a rough draft of a publication on the same topic.  Multitasking in this manner will allow faculty to save time and increase scholarship.  Attendees will leave with a “checklist” that will enable them to use their presentations as the basis of written manuscripts.
Objectives:   

1. Assess personal and institutional barriers to writing for publication.

2. Discuss the similarities and differences between organizing a presentation and writing an article

3. Apply straightforward steps to transform the information in a lecture into a rough draft of an article.
Background and rationale:


Academic family physicians have multiple competing demands on their time.  Patient care and resident teaching are immediate and cannot be “put off” to another time.  Writing, however, is often relegated to the bottom of many “to do” lists.  Faculty may not write for many reasons, including lack of mentoring, time demands, or lack of role models.  However, most faculty members give lectures on clinical, educational, or research topics.  Many of these presentations could be transformed into useful additions to the family medicine literature.  A study published in 1994 documented an overall 48% publication rate of STFM and NAPCRG presentations. (Elder, 1994)  Research from other disciplines also finds that around half of all presentations at annual meetings are published.

Scholarship is required at many programs for promotion, is a natural outcome of academic pursuits, and provides faculty a method to disseminate information to their colleagues.  Publication provides a broader exposure of the topic within the academic community than does presentation.  Overall faculty scholarship decreased during the 1990s based on a survey of all STFM members published articles (Weiss, 2002).   Predictors of faculty scholarship include having research training, advance degrees, or fellowship training.  It is unclear how clinical or administrative responsibilities affect scholarship activities. (Ferrer, 2002)  Departments have been able to enhance faculty scholarship by investing time and infrastructure to support faculty conducting research.  (Coleridge, 2004) However, these methods require a significant financial investment.   In all, the future of academic family medicine would be enhanced by encouraging more publication by faculty.  

This seminar will provide attendees with some basic tools to take the time and research invested in developing a presentation and use it to develop a first draft of an article to be submitted for publication.  

Outline of time allocation and content of session
	Activity
	Time alloted

	Large group—introductions and review of the literature on scholarship
	15 minutes

	Small groups—discussion of success stories in writing and barriers to writing
	20 minutes

	Large group—overview of methods of writing and organizing lectures

     -- presentation of “checklist” to use when developing a presentation that will facilitate the “transformation process” to a publication


	20 minutes

	Small groups—hands on activity transforming part of a lecture into part of a rough draft of an article
	20 minutes

	Large group—review of process,  evaluation of checklist, conclusion
	15 minutes
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